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Iuliu Hațieganu, the founder of the student sports park in Cluj- 
Napoca, which today bears his name 
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On Sunday, the 15th of January 2023, the National 
Culture Day, the sports park of the ”Babeș-Bolyai” 
University hosted the ceremony of the unveiling of the bust 
statue of Professor Iuliu Hațieganu, a great medical and 
academic personality of the city of Cluj.

The event was attended by hundreds of citizens of 
Cluj, as a sign of respect and appreciation. The Orthodox 
Church was represented by Archbishop Andrei Andreicuț, 
the Greek Catholic Church by Bishop Claudiu, who led the 
service in the memory of the sports park founder. 

The official unveiling of the statue was performed by 
the Cluj Mayor Emil Boc, the Babeș-Bolyai University 
Rector Daniel David and the President of the Iuliu 
Hatieganu University of Medicine and Pharmacy Senate, 
Professor Daniel Mureșan.  

Professor Daniel David emphasized the prominent 
position of Rector Iuliu Hațieganu in the cultural and 
academic life of Cluj. He said: ”Iuliu Hațieganu is the 
first dean of the faculty of medicine in Transylvania. We 
also remember him as Rector in the years 1930-1931, a 

very constructive period, when this park began to take 
shape. Iuliu Hațieganu is part of the famous gallery of of 
professors and rectors. The park still functions according to 
the principles set by Iuliu Hațieganu, all the students of all 
the Cluj universities are granted equal entrance”. 

Emil Boc, the Mayor of Cluj, underlined education 
as a basis of culture. Education lies at the foundations of 
this city. The Mayor also noted the large participation of 
academic, cultural and sports elites in this event, which 
reflects the respect for the memory of Iuliu Hațieganu. This 
is where the Sports University Club was established due to 
Iuliu Hațieganu’ great spirit.

The big statue (3 meters in height, on a 1.50/1.20 m 
pedestal), placed in the park central alley, near the main 
entrance, was created by sculpturer Dumitru Cosma. On the 
left of the statue, the artist conceived an emerging budding 
branch, made of bronze, representing the Professor’s son, 
died prematurely at the age of 10 years.

The ceremony in the”Iuliu Hațieganu” Sports Park 
ended with an homage of flower wreaths.  
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The unveiling of the statue of Prof. Dr. Iuliu Hațieganu by the 
officials attending the ceremony: Emil Boc, Mayor of Cluj 
(middle), Daniel David, Rector of Babeș-Bolyai University 
(left) and Daniel Mureșan, President of the Iuliu Hatieganu 
University of Medicine and Pharmacy Senate

The Statue of Professor Iuliu Hațieganu, the founder of the park 
bearing his name.



Events

47

Speech by Rector of the Rector of Babeș-Bolyai University, Prof. 
Dr. Daniel Davi.

The stages of the sports park foundation and construction, 
presented by the Dean of the Faculty of History, Prof. Dr. Ovidiu 
Ghitta.

The speech in Honour of Prof. Dr. Iuliu Hațieganu  by Prof. Dr. 
Daniel Mureșan, President of the Iuliu Hatieganu University of 
Medicine and Pharmacy Senate.

The importance and significance of the event emphasized in Emil 
Boc’s speech, Mayor of Cluj.

The memorial plate on the statue front with the following 
inscription: Iuliu Hațieganu 1885-1959. Doctor, Academic, 
promoter of Clun modern medicine  and of this sports park.
A monument made by Cluj Municipality and the ”Babeș-Bolyai” 
University of Cluj-Napoca.

The statue of Prof. Dr. Iuliu Hațieganu, after homage paid by 
flower wreaths.


