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Romanian medicine has a long and complex tradition,
which must be convincingly highlighted. There are many
ways to achieve this goal, such as anniversaries of past
events.

In 2022, an important event took place, the 160™
anniversary of the Romanian army’s assembly of medical
officers. It was founded on August 21, 1862. At the same
time, the General Directorate of the Romanian Sanitary
Service was created. Both entities were funded based on
a decree signed by Ruling Prince Alexandru Ioan Cuza
(1820-1873). Their aim was to assist the health of Romanian
army soldiers, in peacetime and in wartime (as recorded
in the press release of the Health Ministry of August 21,
2022, press statement entitled “Military Medicine Day”).

Fig. 1 — The new pavilion of the “Dr. Constantin Papilian”
Emergency Military Clinical Hospital

The anniversary was marked by scientific sessions held
in different centers of Romania. In Cluj-Napoca, on August
23,2022 the “Dr. Constantin Papilian” Emergency Military
Clinical Hospital organized the symposium Military
medicine - 160 years of existence. Cluj-Napoca Emergency
Military Clinical Hospital — its place in the military
medical system and in the community of Cluj Country.
This event was scheduled in the new pavilion of this well-
known medical-military institution (Fig. 1). Being a festive
moment, the guests were welcomed by Colonel Vasile
Stoica. The guests received: the program, the emblem and
the badge of this medico-military institution.

At the official opening, Mrs. Colonel Dr. Doina Baltaru
- the Commander (Managing Director) of this Hospital
— portrayed the outstanding physician and pharmacist
Carol Davila (1828-1884), as an example for the military
medical staff. Also, Colonel Dr. Doina Baltaru listed some
of the most notable achievements of this institution and its
important place in the community of Cluj region. Taking
into account the recent achievements, the Hospital was
included among the prominent clinical medical units of our
country. This speech, also scrutinized the need for a wider
support of military medicine, which became more evident
in the conditions of the dramatic situation of Ukraine.

Mrs. Colonel Dr. Doina Baltaru read the message of
the Ministry of National Defense. It clearly shows that the
central authorities have a distinctive appreciation for the
Clyj Military Hospital.

The program of this event also included the message
of the commander of the 4* “Gemina” Infantry Division —
General Brigadier Dr. Nicolae Tonu. His aim was to reveal
the profound esteem that the Division leadership has for
the activity of this valuable medical-military institution in
Cluj-Napoca.
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A special guest of the anniversary session was the
Rector of “Tuliu Hatieganu” University of Medicine and
Pharmacy in Cluj-Napoca - Professor Dr. Anca Dana
Buzoianu. She emphasized the collaboration between
the academic forum that she leads and “Dr. Constantin
Papilian” Emergency Military Clinical Hospital, as well as
some prospects for the development and enhancement of
this cooperation.

Fig. 2 — Prof. Dr. Cristian Barsu, presenting his communication at
the anniversary symposium.

One of the important participants frequently invited
at other scientific events of this Hospital wasProfessor
Dr. Cristian Barsu — the head of the Humanistic Sciences
Discipline at the Faculty of Medicine from the same
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university (Fig. 2). He gave an interesting medical-
historical communication. Its title was Tribute over time.
A little known Carol Davila'’s representation in the “luliu
Hatieganu” University of Medicine and Pharmacy.
Professor Barsu referred to the bas-relief of Davila, made
by the foremost Cluj sculptor Prof. Virgil Fulicea (1907-
1979). The sculpture is part of the “Gallery of Romanian
Scholars”, initiated by Prof. Dr. Erwin Popper (1906-1974)
— the first dean of the Faculty of Pharmacy from the Cluj
Institute of Medicine and Pharmacy. Fulicea’s work of art is
exhibited in the amphitheater that Popper himself founded
and which bears his name. In this presentation, Prof. Dr.
Cristian Barsu identified some insufficiently known, but
significant aspects from a medico-historical point of view,
from the medical career that Carol Davila had in Bucharest.

A very interesting moment of symposium was
represented by Lecturer Colonel Dr. Valentin Oprea-Aron’s
communication. It was held in the name of the university
teaching staff of the Hospital. He presented thoroughly
the landmarks of the history of emergency medicine, from
antiquity to the contemporary period.

Another sequence of this anniversary occasion was the
message of the chief doctor of the 4th “Gemina” Infantry
Division —Medical Colonel Emil Coman. He outlined the
qualities of the military medical corps. These features
are highlighted in the daily activity of the members of
“Dr. Constantin Papilian” Emergency Military Clinical
Hospital.

During this jubilee session, Colonel Dr. Doina Baltaru
offered the anniversary diploma “160 years of military
medicine” to: Rector Prof. Dr. Anca Dana Buzoianu,
Brigadier General Dr. Nicolae Tonu and Prof. Dr. Cristian
Barsu.

As a conclusion of the symposium, Colonel Dr. Doina
Baltaru led a guided tour of the recently modernized
departments of the Military Hospital for all the guests.



